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Siliconized Latex Caulk

The term caulk is used to describe “the process of filling or stopping a joint to prevent leaking.”  The proper terminology for the material used to fill a joint is sealant. 

In the past several years, it has become common practice in the tile industry to caulk movement joints using siliconized latex sealant.  The product is likely selected due to its ease of application (water washable) and the variety of colors available.  The draw back to these latex sealants is, they do not perform adequately in many scenarios and do not meet minimum industry criteria for performance of sealants in tile work.  As a result, these products are not listed in standardized industry guidelines as acceptable for tile work.

Sealants used in tile work should comply with ASTM C920, which are typically of the non water-soluble variety, such as 100% silicones, polysulfides, or urethanes.

The CTIOA Technical Committee recommends that all tile transition joints be filled with a sealant that complies with ASTM C920
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